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Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin 
salt & nutrient ManaGeMent Plan

The State Water Resources Control Board adopted a Recycled 
Water Policy in May 2009 that requires management of salts, 
nutrients, and other significant chemicals in every groundwa-
ter basin in the state. The SNMPs are intended to streamline 
permitting of new recycled water projects while meeting water 
quality objectives and protecting beneficial uses. Three SNMPs 
will be completed for the Pajaro River Watershed: South Santa 
Clara County; San Benito County; and the Pajaro Valley Ground-
water Basin, downstream of Chittenden gap, including Watson-
ville Slough, Corralitos, and Aromas Watersheds.

Why Salts & Nutrients?

Why does Pajaro Valley need a Salt and Nutrient Management Plan (SNMP)?

Who is funding the plan?

How can I be involved in the process?
The plan must be completed by 2014. PVWMA has hired 
2NDNATURE and Environmental Incentives to lead the 
technical process and a stakeholder committee is now 
being formed. Participating community members will be 
asked to:

•	 Review and comment on work products
•	 Attend 4 stakeholder workshops over the next 24 

months
•	 Participate in the development of the project goals 

and objectives, and prioritize future actions to man-
age salt and nutrient loading

The Pajaro River Watershed received a $1 million grant from the Integrated Regional Water Management 
Fund through California Prop. 84. Development of  Salt and Nutrient Management Plans are one compo-
nent, and $100,000 has been allocated to the PVWMA to help fund this important work.  

Excessive concentrations of salts and nutrients in the ground-
water can damage Pajaro Valley’s environmental and economic 
resources. Groundwater resources supply domestic, industrial and 
agricultural uses throughout the community. Poor groundwater qual-
ity threatens our ability to use this water, impacting crop productivity, 
health and requires additional treatment before we drink it. While some concentrations of salt and nutri-
ents are normal, human activities, such as water softener and fertilizer use, can add too much to the system. 
These increased concentrations can reach our groundwater through percolation and sediment leaching. 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Brian Lockwood at lockwood@pvwater.org.  
The first stakeholder meeting is at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 17 at 1432 Freedom Blvd. in Watsonville. 

Who will be affected by the plan?
The final Salt and Nutrient Management Plan will include a series of strategies and actions developed to 
reduce the future source contribution of salts and nutrients to the groundwater basin.  Water quality im-
provements resulting from implementation of the plan will benefit everyone in the Valley.


